Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 58 actinomycosis of the hand shown by Dr. Klaber some months ago.' Investigation has as yet, however, proved negative.
Wassermann and Mantoux reactions negative. Biopsy showed simple granulation tissue.
Dr. Klaber examined the patient for Bacillus actinomycetem comitans, but failed to find it. A Gram-negative coccobacillus in pure culture was however isolated; as yet it is of an unknown nature.
The condition has very much improved during the last month under treatment by a mercury and boracic ointment, and applications of carbon dioxide snow to the edge, as was suggested by Dr. Goldsmith in a rather similar case.
Di8cus8ion.-Dr. KLABER said that as there were some resemblances between this case and one from which he had obtained a pure culture of B. actinomycetem comitans, he had adopted the same technique in this case.
He had thoroughly cleansed the growing edge and after scarifying it had swabbed directly on to a blood-agar plate. A culture was obtained which was obviously not B. actinomycetem comitan8; it was thought, oni clinical grounds, that it might prove to be a staphylococcus.
Stained films, however, showed that it was a Gram-negative coccobacillus. Dr. Garrod had undertaken its further investigation, which was not yet complete. He (the speaker) was able to state, however, that it had not the characters of B. coli, or of the glanders bacillus. It did not ferment any of the sugars, and would not grow in peptone water.
Dr. A. M. H. GRAY asked whether tuberculosis had been excluded, as that seemed to be the first clinical diagnosis to consider.
Dr. SIBYL HORNER said the case reminded her of one in which there had been a similar type of lesion. The patient was a man employed in a chair manufactory, and his work was associated with damp straw, with which the chairs were packed for delivery. She believed that in that case the lesion had been diagnosed as due to infection from a streptothrix (a group to which ray fungus belonged) which was cultivated from the straw used. In the case shown the patient was associated with horses and, therefore, with straw.
The PRESIDENT said he thought there were two clinically distinct conditions included under what might be called pyogenic granuloma of the skin. One was a localized warty or fleshy frambcesiform lesion which had been called botriomycosis, on the false assumption that it was similar to the infective tumours observed after castration in horses. This condition was also termed " proud flesh." The other was represented by a spreading lesion with a raised, warty edge, the centre of which tended to flatten and sometimes underwent atrophy, in this way closely mimicking one form of cutaneous tuberculosis.
Dr. MUENDE said that the histology of verrucose tuberculosis of the skin was not always typical, and one must expect to see anything from simple small round-celled infiltration to the formation of typical tubercle nodules, beneath a warty epidermis. Before one could say that the condition was not tuberculous, several sections should be taken from different parts of the lesion.
Dr. GORDON (in reply) agreed that tuberculosis had not yet been thoroughly excluded; he would have additional and deeper sections taken. The edge of this granuloma had, however, never been warty at any time. When first seen, a month ago, it consisted of frankly purulent exuberant granulation tissue. It had now much improved. Miss I. F., aged 20. There is a three-year history. The hair of the scalp is dry and wiry. There are numerous irregular bald patches over the whole of the scalp, particularly over the vertex. On the bald areas the hairs are short and crinkled, and some show spiral forms. The hair is everywhere easily detached, some of the hairs requiring the minimum of traction. The hair-bulbs are atrophied. The scalp is generally a little atrophic, but there is no follicular keratosis of the scalp hairs. There is well-marked keratosis pilaris of the sides of the face and the extensor aspects of the arms.
The patient has one brother and one sister, neither of whom show any scalp ehanges.
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